Secondly, Ravi undertook, on a more active front, the most emotionally disturbing research project he ever conducted in his career. He selected several groups of extremist militants of the Naxalites type, who have engaged themselves in killings and assassinations as a way either to defend their political movement or to promote their communalist cause. Ravi collected life histories from the mouth of committed militants in Punjab, Andhra, West Bengal and Assam, described the circumstances that led them to join an extremist group and investigated the impact killing other people had on them. He found that these militants whose hands were stained with blood were neither bandits in the Dacoit style nor crazy people running Amok.
They were neither born killers programmed in some way to hate, to murder and to assassinate.
Ravi demonstrated that the great majority of these extremist militants were quite "ordinary individuals", not to say normal, that most of them had not the weak personality profile, as it is generally postulated, and that they were not particularly predisposed to an easy manipulation by their group leaders. In their narratives, these militants told Ravi that they were exercising violence as the ultimate strategy to correct discriminatory situations that they perceived as ongoing collective injustices done to their community; they also said their conviction that they represented the will of their community and that they were supported by many in their recourse to militancy for establishing more justice in the inter-community relations. The use of violence was presented as the only way available to them for forging a change in collective situations described as unacceptable and unjust. Their objectives were clearly stated as political and economic; very few said they had been acting in the name of religion. We are fully aware that the atmosphere of trust and respect that Ravi was always able to create explains the quality of the interviews with Sadhus we collected. We had plans to spend the month of May 2007 in the Himalayan foothills (in Shimla) in order to analyze all the narratives, life histories and data we collected together throughout all these years of work in common. We had also decided to take the challenge to write a book "in three voices", a sort of dialogue, eventually conflictual on a number of issues, between the three of us. We had difficulty imagining that Ravi would not be with us concretely for that work, even if we were sure that his presence would accompany us in the continuation of our common research.
Echoes of a passionate voice
This obituary has actually been written in a setting of the Himalaya which has always been very dear to Ravi's heart. In this monsoon time, we hear Ravi's voice everywhere around, in the mountains and in the forests, in the heavy rains and in the mysterious mist that surrounds the place in which we have found a retreat for writing. We think we have been faithful to the memory of our friend in deciding to fulfill our writing plans in coming once again to the 
